U.S. Department of Justice 


Office of Information and Privacy 


Telephone: (202) 514-3642 Washinton, D.C. 20530 


Mr. Ryan Wood 

Wood Enterprises 

701 12th Avenue Re: Appeal No. 01-1477 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 RLH: ADW: FPM 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


You appealed from the action of the Headquarters Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation on your request for access to records 
concerning John Louis von Neumann. I note that you have limited your 
appeal to the FBI's excision of information from certain pages listed 
in your appeal letter. 


After carefully considering your appeal, and as a result of 
discussions between FBI personnel and a member of my staff, I have 
decided to release 204 additional pages to you, copies of which are 
enclosed. I am, however, otherwise affirming the FBI’s Headquarters 
Office’s action on your request. 


Mr. von Neumann is the subject of three Headquarters Office 
main files entitled Background Investigation, Domestic Security 
Investigation, and Department of Energy-Applicant. 


The FBI properly withheld from you certain information that is 
protected from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 
DULSUaNT: LO: 


5 Uses: 8 5652 (bp) (7) (eC) >: whneh. concerns. Tecords: Or 
information compiled for law enforcement purposes, the 
release of which could reasonably be expected to 
constitute an unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy 
OF “third. parties: {ineluding, 1m. Thre instance; ‘Une mames 
of FBI agents); and 


5S U.S.C. § 552(b) (7) (D), which concerns records or 
information compiled for law enforcement purposes, the 
release of which could reasonably be expected to disclose 
the identities of confidential sources and information 
furnished by such sources. 


ae 


I have also determined that this information is not appropriate for 
discretionary release. 


With regard to the portion of your appeal letter in which you 
request a listing of all individuals who have requested records 
concerning Mr. von Neumann, I note that you did not seek this 
information in your initial request letter to the FBI Headquarters 
Office. Because you may not broaden the scope of your initial 
request on appeal, I suggest that you submit a new request to the FBI 
Headquarters Office for the additional information you seek. 


Tf you are dissatisfied with my action on your appeal, you may 
seek judicial review in accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a) (4) (B). 


Sincerely, 


a 


Richard i 
Co-Director 
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A EB Tolson . 
i" r. Boardman 
| mcmama ., | Sage eee 
‘ Ai ee Mr. Bet tees 
THE WHITE HOUSE Mr. Harbo . 
| Mr. Mohr. — 
WASHINGTON Mr. Parsoyg% 
Mr. Rase G44 
iMr. Tamm. 2 | 
Mr. Sizuo Z { 
1 Mr. Winterruwd.. 
1 Tele. Raom .....— | 
| Mr. Holloman._— 
Miss Gandy..___ 


September 30, 1954 


Personal and Confidential 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Will you pjease have the investigation 
of John Vauten Neumann, which was it 
conducted by your office in 1947 and We 


0 As in 1953, brought_up to date. 

(ih 

e Mr. Neumann, who lives_in Princeton, 
es fab New Jersey, is a candidate for the 


Atomic Energy Commission. 


When the repori is ready, it may be 
forwarded directly to The Honorable 
Sherman Adams, with a notation in the 
cover let:er that is was requested by the 


- mm +o 


Federal Bureau of Investigation i 
.Washington 25, D. C. 


writer. 
Sincerely, 
rt N 
ye , ot ephen Be C 
(sv | \\° Assistant Staff Secretary 
y ; The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover . ae eG 
C Director pe aa a. 
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PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE . 


10/8/54 


REPORT MADE AT 


Giselle cine 


| REPORT MADE BY _ CG 


SOHN VON NEUMANN , Oe SO ae 3 SPECIAL INQUIRY 
aka, John R. Von aaa _ “WHITE HOUSE 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Dr. JOHN VON NEUMANN retained as consultant to the Los Alamos 
Scientific Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico, November 2, 

1943 to present. Highly recommended by associates at Los’ 
Alamos as to professional capability and as to character, 
loyalty, associates and trustworthiness. No credit or criminal 
record at Los Alamos or Santa Fe, N. M. 


- RUC - 


REFERENCE: Bureau teletype to Albuquerque dated October 4, 


DETAILS : The title of this case has been modified to 
include the name of JOHN R. VON NEUMANN as 
reflected by personnel records of the Los Alamos 
Scientific Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


Invest 
conducted b: 
by SA | 


jie EMPLOYMENT 


lamos, New Mexico, was 
and at Santa Fe, New Mexico 


At Los Alamos, New Mexico 


-Records, of. the Personnel Division, University | 
eL Bs 3 etlect,. that. Doctor“JOHN? TON ‘NEUMANN, . 


i Pa . IN THESE SPACES 
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has been retained under contract as a consultant to the Los 
“Alamos. Scientific. Laboratory from: November. 2, 1943. “0. She Re ee igs 
“presents. ‘His current ‘eontract. 18: effective untilidu 


_ ‘The; “instant records reflect that Doctor VON NEUMANN as cactu 
worked as a consultant at Los Alamos on ‘only chresieetesions a 
| within the past year, ranging | from three Mays. to" two" weeks in. 
~lgngth. a 


Dr. NORRIS E. BRADBURY, ‘Director i ei. Naans Scientified 
Laboratory, advised that he has known Doctor JOHN VON NEUMANN 
> gince 1944. He stated that within such period he has had both 
professional and social contacts with VON NEUMANN whenever he 
has been at Los Abamos. He has also served on a number of : 
different scientific committees with Doctor VON NEUMANN. Doctor 
BRADBURY stated that he has “the very highest regard" for the 7 
professional capability of Doctor VON NEUMANN and also the highest ~ 
regard for his integrity, character, loyalty and trustworthiness. 
He continued that he has the highest degree of confidence in | 
VON NEUMANN and that he would recommend him without qualification 
for any position of trust with the United States Government. 


Dr. RALPH CARLISLE SMITH, Associate Director. for. 
Classification and S,curity, Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, 
advised that he has known Doctor JOHN VON NEUMANN since 1944. 
During such period he has had intermittent contact with VON 
NEUMANN at Los Alamos and other places both on a professional 
and a social basis. Doctor SMITH stated that: he has the highest 

respect for VON NEUMANN and that he considers the attitude of 
VON NEUMANN toward "Security Matters" to be very commendable. 
He stated that he feels certain that VON NEUMANN is “anti- 
Communistic™ in his political belief, but that he does not 
exhibit any appreciable interest, or become involved, in 
political matters. Doctor SMITH recommemied VON NEUMANN highly 
as to character, reputation, loyalty, and professional ecpevertey® 
He stated that when Doctor VON NEUMANN is at Los Alamos he 
associates only with individuals who hold very responsible 
positions in connection with the en and with ee. Se 
veople in the theoretical field. * 7 + 
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- Doetor.. SMITH, advised. that he is as ree | acquainted 
with Mrs. KLARA VON NEUMANN and considers her to be 


“tte 


AQ 77-435 — 


of excellent character and reputation and completely loyal to. 

‘the United States and the Democratic: form of government. He: =°..° 
_ added that when Doctor VON NEUMANN and his:wife are in Los = 2° 
_ Alamos they always reside in temporary quarters at She Lodge. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 


At Los Alamos, New Mexico 


Mr. ROBERT E. CARAWAY, Manager, The Lodge, advised 
«that Dr. VON NEUMANN and his wife always:stay at.The Lodge when ~..... 
at Los Alamos. He stated he believes the VON NEUMANNS: to be © ..-:/ 
of good character and reputation, but that he does not know them ©~ 
well enough to comment on their loyalty to this couritry. He ce 
added, however, that nothing unfavorable concerning them has ever 
come to his attention. 


CREDIT RECORD 
At Santa Fe, New Mexico 


Mr. BERT BROWN, Manager, Mer chant 6. Credit Service,. - 
which covers Los Alamos, New Mexico, advised that records of 
that agency do not contain any information relative to Doctor 
JOHN VON NEUMANN or his wife, Mrs. KLARA VON NEUMANN. 


CRIMINAL RECORD 


At Senta Fe, New Mexico 


cote - ayty 
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At Los Alamos, New Mexico 


Records of the: Los AlamoszPolice Department were 
checked with negative results and they do not reflect any 3 
information relative to Doctor JOHN VON NEUMANN or his wife, © ....8% 
.- KLARA DAN VON NEUMANN. : et ee he 


MISCELLANEOUS 


hs Sates 


At_ Los Alamos, New Mexico 


The files of the AEC Security Branch at Los Alamos 
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do: Lac 
Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI —_ oe pate: 10/8/54 


_ FROM Pi pec, arsvaven ave (77-485) 


SUBJECT: JOHN VON NEUMANN, aka 
_ SOHN R. VON NEUMANN =. 
. SPECIAL INQUIRY .~ WHITE HOUSE 


Be LE 
P55) Bie 
STANDARD FORM NO, 64 The : 
4 


‘Re Bureau teletype to Albuquerque dated 10/4/54. 


‘ a 


here is transmitted herewith two copies of report of | 
dated 10/8/54, at Albuquerque, titled as captioned 


The attention of Bureau is respectfully directed 
to report of SM <2 <3 12/8/53, at Albuquerque, 
entitled JOHN YO . -E (Bureau File 116-1914), which 
reflects that the below identified individuals have been named 


as particular social associates of VON NEUMANN at Los Alamos, 
New Mexico, over a period of years. : 


1. JORDAN CARSON-MARK - 3 ~ 12818 
2. STANISLAW MARCIN ULAM - SF - 21 
3. FRANCOISE ULAM - 3 ~ 81293 -—wSF° 
lee 


The Bureau is in possession of some previously reported © 
derogatory information relative to all of these individuals, 
full details of which are not available to the Albuquerque office 
at this time. : , 
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Form No.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT 


ne 365758 
“soyesay, {20/a6s? si 


- | TITLE 


JOHN VON NEUMANN : - 


~ 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Applicant currently employed as consultant for Ballistics Research Labora= 
tory, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland. Associates at Aberdeen Proving 


Ground state no question of applicant's character, loyalty, reputation 
or associates, Credit and criminal negative. 


- RUC - 
bIC 


REFERENCE: Report of SA Po Baltimore, Maryland dated 
April 8, 197; 


Report of Ss SIRS 521 20° » Maryland 
dated September 17, 1953; 


— | Bureau teletype dated October h, 195k; 
“tee § Bureau telteype dated October 7, 195. 


DETAILS: 4 
EMPLOYMENT : 
fe , AT ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND, MARYLAND 


“Mrs. JIMALEE HUBELI, Records Clerk, Civilian Personnel Division, advised 
that the appointee's appointment as a consultant was extended on July 1, 195 


n° a DERL NZL CE | Pe 
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OPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
“ TO WHICH LOANED. -- 


. UU. &. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE’ 16-—-~89255-2 


Ba. (116-213) 


for a term not to exceed thirty days in fiscal year 1955 and not to extend .~ 
beyond June 30, 1955... de ee. i ena oe 
Dr. K. H. KENT, Associate Diregtors.Ballistics Research Laboratories; -ir. 

LEWIS JEL SASSO, Laboratory Chief; and Dr, THEODORE STERN, Scientific’ - oe 
Advisor to the Director, Ballistics Research Laboratories, advised that | 

VON NEUMANN continues in his capacity as a consultant for the laboratories  _ 
and that they continue to cmiéider him a person of high moral character, .. 
reputable associates, excellent reputation and undoubtedly loyal to this 
country. 7 oe fe. os 


CREDIT AND CRIMINAL 


Chief J. BEN RAY, Aberdeen, Maryland Police Department and Miss SHIRLEY 
WILDASON, Harford County Sheriff's Office, Belair, Maryland, advised that 
there are no records in their respective offices for the appointee or 
his wife. Aberdeen, Maryland is in Harford Comty. There is no estab- 


lished credit bureau in Harford County. 


BARBARA SELLMAN, File Clerk, The Credit Bureau of Baltimore, Inc.,3 Mrs. - 
ELEANORE BUSGH,..Clerk, Traffic Records Division, Maryland State _Depart- 
ment of Motor Vehicles, Baltimore, MaryiBnd; and MICHAEL KRADZ, Identizs. ... 
fication Clerk, Maryland Stote Polisemiesie Mecca Tio Moniand qt 
advised SEs Bae 
respectively, that they were unable to locate any records for 
or his wife, 


ne appointee 


MIS GSLLANEOUS 

HARRY MENCKE, Post Intelligence :Officer;: Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland, 
advised that no information reflecting adversely on the character, repu- 
tation, loyalty or associates of the appointee has been brought to the 
attention of the Post,Intelligence Officer. 


- RUC ~ 
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“Report HAAKON CHEVALIER ss the-person who tried.to seeure. from. Le 
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article states that in connection with OPPENHEIMER 'S fallur® to 


Lary 
Pal 


~~him atomic information for the-Russians in 19,3, VON -NEUMANN i” 0 


« - 
2 © 


the -performance and the characterag 0 * 
of a man as a whole. This episode would make me think that in. 

1942 and 19143, he was not emotionally and intellectually prepared  .. 
to hendle this kind of a job; that he subsequently learned how ae 
to handle it, and handled it very well, I mow." © | i aes 


a cio te “oy pce " : 
fe gate t - . PY: oer 
aa me : , ; ‘ 


Soe eS Miss EVELYN SBARRA, Clerk, Credit Bureau-of Greater | 
Wéw York, advised 5S that her. records contained ., 
no information concerning appoind&e; "s mother, MARGARET VON 
NEUMANE, brother, MITHAEL VON NEUMANE, oF daughter, MARIANA VCN 
NEUMAN. , | 


Criminal 


shaecsté, Benoa caused the records of the, New 
York City Pol ent to be checked by Acting Deputy. 
| | Zen of criminal Identificatign; 

\ “Bppeauecot Information; ACTeBBs.. 

: > ec oom (all,of above,.New York — 
ty—Police Department); an “SOSEPH WILSON, Fingerprint, .- 
Buraau, Magistrate's Court, City of New York. No’ record 
was located for appointee or his above-named relatives. 


Acting Captain#ARTE 


oS Totti, -= 
a anae 


During an applicant type snvestigation of appointee'ts 
former wife, MARIETTE K. KUPER, $n 195), it was indicated thet 
appointee's daughter, MARTANA VON NEUMANN, resided with Mrs. 
KUPER on West Meadow Road, Setauket, New York. | 


AL Mrs. ALICE..SHAY, Br 
Patchogue; New York, which §o 
New York, advised SA 
record for MARTANA VO! 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 -* 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT _BURE AU a 
REPORT MADE AT gap | PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | REPORT MADE BY 
SAN FRANCISCO 10/8/5h | 10/6,7,8/5) 
=I norel= OF FACTS: 


Employment at Radiation Laboratory ’ University of. califomta, set forth. 

Dr, EDWARD TELIER states considerable contact since last interview and | 
advised nothing additional to add. Recommended as to character, loyalty, ability, 
associates and patriotism. ‘kr. LUIS ALVAREZ and Dr. DONALD COOKSRY, Radiation “s 
Laboratory, advise VON NEUMANN of excellent reputation as a scientist. Ho 

credit or criminal record maintained. 


eRUG= 


REFERENCE:  Burean teletype to San Frmeisco dated 10/l/Sh. 


DETATLS: AT BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA: | 
= Mrs. MILDRED WILLIAMS, Personnel Office, Radiation Laboratory, 
i strived that JEM VON NECUIN'S contract as a consultant was renewed July 1, 


on 


195), to.ran until June 30, 1222 2942 She stated his address was s indicated"as? oo 
at the Teeth of Advancediste ai emg ty | ke 
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PROPERTY OF FBI-—THIS REPORT IS LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND NEITHER iT NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY 
TO WHICH LOANED. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16--59255- 3 
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the previous statement 
highly as to his characters J 
a | seientist. eee oe 
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character, ‘malty te” eas 
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pperen= him from commenting oe a ks o3 “a ae eee 


= 2 eos * 
ONY Respir af pat ns 


advised that he knows VOM NEUMAMN by reputation only. Ne ‘stated that VOR 
NEUMANN is well regarded in the profession and has the reputation of being 
one of the most brilliant minds in the scientific field of mathematical 
physicists. COOKSET continued that he has mever received any derogatory 
information _—— you —— loyalty, ahead or associates. 


Bureau of the Greater East Bay did not contain amy record or watever le aT 
information concerning VOR NEUMANN or his wife, CLARA. AS 


AT LIVEMOWE, CALIFORNIA be ga 

me files of the Liversére.Police Departuent, the Credit. 
Bureau of Liversore Valley, ani the Alaneda County Seri ffts. sOrti ce eat 00 
Pleasanton, which covers the Tivermere ares, oe no record - vou be eee 
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Form No.1 23 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD we WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY | ine 
KNOXVILLE 10/8/54 | 10/6/s% —_ 
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 


JOE VON NUCANN 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: _ as Lao | , pres sent] 3 ly @cons ’ ecusultant,.. tani open 
“and to ORNL, both at Oak Ridge, Temm., to 12°/31/5%. 36th dant 
‘ spent no time in Cak Ridge since December, 1951. __ 
-RUC- 
FEYEEEICE: § Bureau teletype to Knoxville dated 10/k/5k. 


DETAILS: #2 OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE: 


i 


APPROVED AND / 
FORWARDED: ¥ /) 


SPECIAL AGENT . te -: 
Pepa ea DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


(3 - Bureau 


1 - Knoxville (77-940) 


PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS REPORT IS LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI, AND NEITHER IT NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE THE AGENCY 
TO WHICH LOANED. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTIKG OFFICE 16-—59255 3 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTION A 


OCT 111954 7 


SESE RRR eee 


WAYS FROM NEWARK 11 7-56 P 


DIRECTOR FBI oo oURGENT,,, , 
JOHN VON NEUMANN, SPI, REBUTEL DATED OCTOBER FOUR, FIFTYFOUR, VON Ww. 
NEUMANN PRESENTLY EMPLOYED AT INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, eo 


PRINCETON, NJ, THE FOLLOWPNG ASSOCIATES OF VON NEUMANN REGARD 
HIM AS A LOYAL AMERICAN AND RECOMMEND HIM FOR A POSITION OF 
Wg JEOLDSTEIN, ASSISTANT, DIRECTOR OF THE ELEGTRONICN, - 


PRINCETON , NJ, 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY, PRINCETON, NwJ., 
PROFESSOR OggRATHEMATICS AND uysit® F 


wey THESE ASSOCIATES ADVISED THAT DUE TO THE FACT THAT VON NEUMANN | 


AND DR, J, ROBERT OPPENHIEMER, WERE BOTH MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUTE 
FOR ADVANCED STUDY, PRINCETON, N.J,, THAT THERE WAS A CLOSE 
ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE TWO ON AN INTELLECTUAL BASIS,g NEIGHBORS 
OF VON NEUMANN ADVISE HE AND HIS FAMILY HAVE EXCELLENT REPUTATIONS 
AND ARE REGARDED AS LOYAL AMERICANS OF GOOD CHARACTER AND 


NJ, “1 ii 

CONTAINS NO UNF AVORABLE INFORMATION, PRI ie 
NJ. _PD=REFLECT NO “ADBITIQNAL: INFORMATION TO THAT PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, 
REPORT FOLLOWS, | : 


m1 =n Le gtin I! 


bi .: ... . E DHOSTETTER Sea 


ACK PLS a — i 
_ =e 


WA NK R 9 WA SP 


° te 
iS a a 
< te ry - , 
ae : 
: ' 


_ > & 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BURE AU 


REPORT MADE AT tle 2 PERIOD FOR ee MADE REPORT me BY | bh7< 
NEWARK 110/13/5| 10/7 ,8/54 
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
JOHN VON NEUMANN SPECIAL INQUIRY 
ITE HOUSE 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


VON NEUMANN presently employed at Institute 
For Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey, where he is 
a close associate of br. J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER, 
Director, as a fellow scientist. Associates regard 
VON NEUMANN as & loyal American and recommend for 
position of trust. Neighborhood favorable. No 
addit¢@mial information at the Princeton Police Department. 
VON NEUMANN's record at Trenton Credit Association 
satisfactory. 


- RUC - 

REFERENCE: Bureau Teletype to Newark, 10/4/54 
DETAILS: 

EMPLOYMENT 


Institution For Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 


= RMAN Hx GOLDSTINE, Agsigtent, Direotor of. .- 
Garectronic "Computor Projects Insti ute For Advanced 
Study, advised he first became well acquainted with 
VON NEUMANN at the Ballistics Laboratory at the 
Grounds during the periof of £192. 


6. Hekadvised {OLDSTINE) was stationed 
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NK 116-119 


there and VON NEUMANN was & consultant at the laboratory. He 
stated he has been closely associated with VON NEUMANN at 
the Institute since 196 as both he and VON NEUMANN are 

tn the field of mathematics. Ne stated that his association 
from 1944 to the present with VON NSUMANN has been on & 
social as well as scholastic basis. Ye advised he has had 
numerous opportunities to discuss various topics, political 
and otherwise, with VON NEUMANN and is of the opinion that 
VON NEUMANN is a one hundred percent loyal American. He 
regards VON NEUMANN as one of the few really great mathe- 
maticians alive today and that there was absolutely no 
question in his mind as to the character, loyalty, or 


assoefations of VON NEUMANN. He stated VON NEUMANN is the 
type @f individual who would place the good of the United 


States above everything else and that he would not hesitate 
in any way in recommending YON WEUMANN for a position of 
trust. 


Dr, GOLDSTINs advised VON N=UMANN's association 
with Dr. J. ROBERT OPPENEZIMER was based on the fact they 
are fellow scientists attached to the Institute For 
Advanced Study where they had close daily contact. 


JOHN A. “H=ESLER, Professor of Physics, Princeton 
University, advised he has had a close association with 
VOK NEUMANN since approximately 1945, and that he knows 
him on a social basis a8 well as scholastically. He stated 
he regards VON NSUMANN as ons of the great man in the 
country and stated it would be difficult to find anyone 
who could compare in character and loyalty. He advised 
he is. also acquainted with VON NEUMANN's wife and regards 
her as a loyal American. He stated he had no doubts and 
has never heard of anything which would cause him to doubt 
the loyalty, character or associates of VON N=UMANN and that 
he would not hesitate in recommending VON NEUMANN for any 
position of trust. 


Dr, WHEZLER stated that as the Institute For 
Advanced Study, of which VON NEUMANN is a member, is a 
small group of eminent professors and Dr. 3d, ROBERT 
OPPENHEIMER is the Director of this group, there is a close 
association between VON NEUMANN AND OPPENHEIMER. 


NK 116-119 


pr. A. w. TUCKER, Chairman 


Department, Princeton Univ 


VON NEUMANN ever & 


until 1933 wnen El 


YON WEUMANN has be 


of the Mathemetics 


ersity, advised he has known 


ince he (TUCKER) was 4 graduate student 
at Princeton University. | In 1931 VON NEUMANN and 

Dr, EUGENE Ff. WIGNER were appointed t 
Professorship in methematics and phys 
professorship between the University 
University. During the course of thi 
NEUMANN alternated between the Univer 
Princeton University on @ half year basis. This lasted 
TLER took over Cermany, when both Vo> 
NEUMANN and Wegner cems back to rrine 


en at Frinceton Uni 


that time. He advised WN NEUMANN wes 
professorship in the School of Mathematics at the Institute 
for Advanced Study in 1933 or 193 end 4s still there in that 


capacity. Ur. TNS 


KoR advised he had 


o the Jones 

fos which wes 4 joint 
of Rerlin and rrinceton 
Ss professorship VOX 
sity of Berlin and 


eton. ~s statec 
yersity ever since 
appointed to &@ 


charge of & Naval 


Rasearen. Project in connection with ths theory of games Of 
4s the foremost authority in the country. 


which VON NSUMANS 
As a result of whi 
cussions with VON 
best mathematical 
colleague, he has 
reliable and trust 
no question in his 


loyalty or associations, anda he stat 


ch he had frequent 


occasions for ais- 


M=UMANN. He regards VOW NEUMANN as tne 


brain in the world 
always found him to 
worthy person. He 
mind regarding VON 


him for a position of trust. 


Dr, TUCK 
with Dr. Jd. ROBERT 
are fellow scienti 


and as a friend and 


TR advised VON NEUMANN has been associated 
OPPENHEIMER for a number of years as they 


sts, members of the 


Institute for 


Advanced Study, and also as OPPENHSIMER had been director 
Laboratory and VON NEUMANN was & consultant 


of the Los Alamos 
to this project. 


= DY. EUGENE P. WIGNER, Profe 


and Physics, Princ 


eton University, advised he hes known 


VON NEUMANN since VON NEUMANN was t 


They attended the 


sats 


States. He advise 


association, since 


aw 


$C same schools in Hungar. 
closely associated in Germany 


ssor of Mathematigg © 


~or.el 


he Fs As aie d 


y an : ee <5 oN ae 53 a <i 
before coming to the,Unive 


Ltt PARE 


{sed that although he is a physicist: end 
VON NEUMANN 4s a mathematician, they havé still had a close 
they came to Prinseton. ‘8 stated 
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VON NEUMANN is thoroughly loyel to the United ctates and és 
the type of person who would be an excsllent security risk 
in any position of trust. Te stated that during the long 
period he has known VON N&SUMANN, he has never had any reason 
or indication whatever to doubt his character, loyalty or 
associations in eny way. 


Dr. WIGN=R stated that due to the fact VON 
NEUMANN is a member of the Institute For Advanced Study 
and Dr, J. ROPERT CPFSNHEIMER is the Director there is 
a close eassociatior hetwesn the two or an Intellectual 
basis, 


Dr. J, ROZERT OPPENHEIMER is the Director of tne 
Tnetitute for Advarced Study, Princeton, N. J., and during 
Soria A:r IT “3 was the Director of tre Los #lemos 
Laboratery. In December 1953 his security clearance was 
suspended by the Atomic =nergy Commissivn and following 
e hearing by the AEC in 195i this suspension was upheld, 
This case received nation-wide publicity. 


N=ZIGHBORHOOD a 


The following individuals were interviewed and 
furnished substantially the same information: 


Hrs, ANNA M, DISLPENN 
3h Wescott Road . - 


lil; Wescott Road 


Wfss ZLIZARSTY HOFF _ 
They stated their association with VON NEUMANN 
was limited to occasional parties in the neighborhood 
and that they had no close association with him. They 
‘advised the VON NEUMANNS were very quiet people in the 
neighborhood who stayed by themselves most of the time. 
They had an excellent reputation in the neighborhood 
and were regarded as loyal Americans of good character 
and associations. 
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CREDIT AND IDENTIFICATION 


| The records of the. Trenton Credit Associationgs 
35] Atlantic Avenue, Trenton, N. Jo, reflected VON NEUMANN 
nad a satisfactory credit reputation .and contained nothing 


unfavorable. 


JOHN H. SMIT, Acting Chief of Police, Princeton, 
New Jersey, advised his records reflected no additional 
information other than that previously reported, 


- RUC - 


Sie: 


~ 
AN 7 


‘Metropo Sits tan Police Department , Washington, Di-Ce, on the Gate checkedj ~.- 
at all times an indefinite number. of cai oo being out of a ie 
file and unavailable for review. cS ane baa aor 


p Reiman Print preted Office atagiash: NEVO, Lee. aes 
transcript refle : om that oe ‘aaigen , April seis 95, hearings in the <<3es _ 
= rare se: ‘andsthe follor ing members of the Personnel nee 
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CREDIT AMD CRIMINAL 


The files of the Gredit Bureau were haa and no re 


a : is Tie 


th 


The files of the United Seabee Park Police 1 were checked and no 


record of the ace was found therein. 2 


It was ; determined from a nese of the files 5 of ane House 
Comittee on Un-American Activities that no record of the applicant was 
found therein. 


The files of the Civil Service Commission, Investigations 
Division, were checked and no additional pertinent information conceming 
the epplicant was found therein. 


The files of the Office of Special Investigations, Department 
of the fir Force, were checked anc no record of the applicant was found 
therein. 


The Personne’ Security Board of the United States Atomic inergy 
Commission ont eae in the matter of J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER in 
>geuring the. period April 12,195) through May 6, 195h. 


tifese hearings has. been p miened by the United States 
EEE Page 631 of the said 


eve 


for the ys Mr. Je ROBERT OPPENHETHER ena | hig ‘oinel.” ao i 


The applicant “testified before this B 


the pertinent portions of his testimony beginni 
are set out hereafter... ...- 
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¢ SIDER, me, Counsel, » ‘s 


concerning the applicant > was: found. eesiaces aif TePAs: ae ag z gel ae os aoe Ce = 
No ecard: ‘of + ive, applicant was found ‘in ae ‘Pites: of ne easieee 7 
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Lire GRAY. Dr. VON ae - ’ ie you hoe to ee under Caen e. 


Beye Wa BROS rag SORE EE PUA AR OE PE ies 
Mr. copay.” “You are: not, required. to ao SO. “The ‘other witnesses have. 7 
Dr. VON EUUAN I am quite prepared. hag a a or. ae ee me 
fr. GRAY. Would you be good enough ee stand and raise your right hand, ‘ 
and give me your full name? : a 
Dr. VON NEUMAN - . JOHN VON NEVLANK. 
lire GRAY. J OH VOR NEUMAN , do you swear that the testimony you are shout 
to give the board shall be the truth, the ‘Whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 
Dre VOR NBUMANN . 1 dc. 
Whereupon JOHN VOW NEUMANN was called as a witness, and having been first 
duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows; 
Mr. GRAY. Will you be seated, please. 
I am required to remind you of the existence of the so-called perjury 
statutes. JI snall be glad to review them with you if necessarye 
The Witness. I think I am aware of then. | | mers 


Lire GRAY. May I ask if in the course of your testimony it becomes necessary 
for you to refer to or disclose restricted data, you notify me in advance, 
So we can take appropriate and necessary steps in the interest of security. 


Finally, Doctor, I would say to you, as I say to each of the witnesses 
on behalf of the board, that we consider these proceedings a confidential 
matter between the Atomic Lnergy Commission and its officials on the one 
hand, and Dr. OPPENHEILER , his representatives and witnesses on the other 
hand. The Commission is making no releases with respect to these procce ees 


and we express the hope that the Seeks will take the same view. 


The Witness. Yess sir. — 


By Lr. SILVER: Sar 
Ge Dre TM KEURAI, what is your present nongovernmental position? 
ie Lam professor of mathematics at the Institute for ‘idvanced Study av : 
Princeton. | =o 


ay 


/ 
‘, 
@ 
ve 
WFO 116- O15 
= foe of .8 
te oe ee ee. a ee ee 
SMe Se SL we Cg eet een Lee. Ala Shes SSL Owe BOS we : « "¥ 5 a oe . oe ae 
Qe Hom Long have you ‘been that? - ee i ees ee ee 
% : Me FUN eee pee ee oe as Ot. ete ee oS 
ey e : = Bra’ ie = es - ve : ae . a Sao ae oe ee : : a ne 2 
wo. as Since 1933.9 % oo ue te oe a 


6: That was before pe OPPENHEIMER came there? ~ 
Ae Yes. 


Q. I understand you were for 2 years president of the American 
Mathematical Society. 


Ae That is correct. 


os 7 . ) % = 
Q. You have been a member of the National -cademy of wcience, I 
understend, since 1937? ‘ e | 


A. Yes, since 1937. 


Sy. “al See ie Uste “uy Sresent = overmmen a) Voszulen 

“ue Th See Pieber: SF wie Cenersh .zcvisory Come Utee ol one. .-vomie Enerrcy 
eee Commission. I have been that since 1952. I have been a consultant to 
the Los Alamos Laboratory since 1943. Outside the Commission, I am a 
member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Air Forces. I have also 
a few cther governzuenital advisory Sos teeOne: 


? ; 
Q. Would you tell us she story cL when you 2irse imew Dr.. OPPENHEIMER 
and what contacts you have had with him since? 


Ae: I think that Dr. OPPENHEIMER and I first met in Germany in 1926. It 
was in Goettingen, to be precise. We were both I think immediately after 
our respective Ph.D.'s and we were both there. There was a great center 
of theoretical physics in Goettingen, and we were both there at the time. 


‘Then between 1926 and 1940, we may.or may not have met. I think we eee 


: ae Bouya knew about Dre OPPEEELIMER and I es ae about his York. ~ 
band fe: : en Se ¥ 
oo “Tn 1940 we pet in Los Sueves » and we had sévabal conversations. We 


also met at. that time in Seattle. We met again in early 1943, at which — 
time Dr. OPPENHEIMER told me that he wented me to join a project which he | 
could nct describe at that moment. 


“apy : re 
ris ae 


nh 
=? 
ce 


Tacn I went to England and canc back in the fall, anc then I was asked 
officially 30 go to Los Alamos. -=fver that, our contacts have been 
2 


sractically continuous, with a slight interruption between 195 anc 1°h7, 
then we both hat left Los iLamos and Dre OCPPLNTIIIGR haa not yet come to 
Princeton. 


-S5- 
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Qe ‘Since ASU you have See been? 


hes y would say our - agsooiation. as been practically | sontinuoas: since 1 NBs. 7 
Q. You referred to , meeting Dr. ‘CEPENEDER 4 an 1ph0 in Los. Ageless « - a° ‘aid — 
you say at Bee ie also? oe | | — 

Le ‘Yes r it was outside of Seattle. a ee _ 7 - a = 2 ES 
Q. Was that after the fall oe France, or about the time of the fall ee 
France? | | es ae 


This was in May or June of soit: Tt was in the eer during which 
ea was collapsing; and the conversation T had mentioned We then had 
and wiich I assume 4g relevant in this context, it was one we had about 
the political situation then. Wheat I do recall very clearly is that Dr. 
OPPENHEIEER was for intervention on the side of the western allies. This 
was of course a very acute question at the moment, amd 1 asked practically 
everybody I met how he felt so this I remember quite clearlye 


Q. There has been, I guess, 4 fair amount of testimony that woulc be an 
unders tatenent-—about the GLC report of October 1949, with respect to the 
hydrogen bomb and the thermonuclear progrem.- Dre VON HEULARK > cad you 
agree with the GiC report and recommendations? 


ke Woe Lwas in favor of a very accelerated progreie The GAC at that 
point recommended that the acceleration should not occur. 


Q. Yery accelerated hydrogen bomb or +hermomuclear progran? 
he. Yes, it is all the same thing. 


Q. Would it be feir to say one might say in the opposite camp on the 
question? 


A. Yes, that is correct. 


Q. Did you consider that the recommendations of the GAC and in particular oe 
Dre OPPENHEIMER’ we were made in good. faith? _ 


A. Yes, 1 had no Goubt about that. 
Q. Do you have any doubt now? 
A, oe 


Q. You knew, of course, that Dr. OVEEMiDIn wes not the only person vio 
WES ODPOSES LO she rogram: pig 


2s 


Me es 


went, 
tects! 
Mosby 
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A. No, the whole group of scientists and military who were keenly in 

this matter--of course, there had been a lot of discussion and practically 
- everyone of us knew very soon fairly precisely where everybody stood. So. 

we know:each other's ‘opinions, and -very many of ‘us. had;discussed the -“%) 2-57 
matter with each other. Dr. OPPENHEIMER and J had GiscusSéd it with ‘each :- ae 
other, and so we knew each other's views very precisely. --:.-._ ieee 


My impression of this matter was, like everybody else, I would have > | 
been happy if everybody had azreed with me. However, it was evidently a.- eae 
matter of great importance. It was evidently a matter which would have 
consequences for the rest of our lives and beyond. So there was a very 
animated controversy about it. It lasted for months. 


That it lasted for months was not particularly surprising to my mind. 
I think it was perfectly normal that there should be a controversy about 
it. It was perfectly normal that enotions should run rather high. 


Q. Have you yourself participated in the program of the development of 
thermomiclear weapons and the hydrogen bomb? 


Ae Yes. 


Q. #fter the President's decision in January of 1950, is it your impression 
that the GAC and particularly Dr. OFPENHEIMER was holding back in the 
effort to develop the bomb? 


Ae My imoression wis that all the people I knew, and this includes Dr. 
PPENHEIUGR, first of all took this decision with very good grace and 
cooperated. The specific things I know were various actions which were 
necessary in 1951. At that time there were a number of technical cecisions 
thet had to be made about the technical program. JI know in considerable 
detail what Dr. OPPEIVETIGR dic then, and it was certainly very 
constructive. 


Q. Did Dr. OPPENHEIMER attempt to dissuade you from working on the 
hydrogen-bomb program? | : 


te No. We had a’ discussion. Of course, he attempted to persuade me to ~ 
accept his views. I equally attempted to persuade him to accept my Views, ....=) 
end this wes one by two people who met during this period. I would say 
apert from the absolutely normal ciscussion on a question on which you 
happen to disacree, there was absolutely nothing elsc. The idea thatthis 
might be pressure I musv say Cid not occur to me ever. : 


pain 

ae 
aes 
eee 


i 
i—~J 
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Q. Do you now thini that it was pressure? 


A. Wo. I think it was the perfectly normal desire to convince somebody 
else. | - aaa ie | 

Q. During rhat period was this discussion? 

A. This was in 199, December 19)9. I remember quite clearly two 


discussions, one which was about half an hour at eee tame I saw the 
GAC opinion and we discussed it. 


Q. You had a Q clearance at that time? 
A. Yes. We discussed the same subject again about a week later, again 
for about 20 minutes or half an hour, I don't know. We probably also 


talked aboutthe subject on other occasions, but I don't recall. 


Q. Wasn't the discussion about whether you personally should work on 
the hydrogen-bomb program? 


f. bsolutely not. The only question was whether it was or was not wise 
to ungertake that program. - 


G. You nave knom Ur. OPreNHsIhen, I think you said, substantially 
continuously since 193 to the present date? 


fe Yes. 


Q. With the exception of the period from 1945, the end of the Los Alamos 
days, until 1947, when Dr. OPPENHEILER came to the institute as director. 


A. Thas is correct. 

Q. During that period you have really lived in the same small town? 

&e Yes. | 
Q. And been friends and known each other quite well during all that time? 


A. Yes. : 


Q. Both professionally and socially? 


A. Yes, that is correct. 


eens Ac 
we © 115-0675 


Q. Do you have an opinion: about Dr. OPPOXHEIHER's Loyalty to the 
‘United States » his integrity? oe ae : a i. 3 


sere as 


= cies 


fh. I have no doubts about it whatever. 9°50 8 Ee 


i a : 
7 Baie -t a 
2 : ot 


GQ. Your opinion I take it is quite clear and firm? 
A. Yes, yeSe 


Q. Do you have an opinion as to Dr. OPFENHEDER's discretion in the 
handling of classified materials and classified information? 

h. Sbsolutely. I have personally every confidence. Furthermore I am 
not aware that anybody has questioned that. 


Q. There seems to te some question among my associates waether I asizec 
this. Do you have an opinion avout Dr. OPPLIHBIMER's Lloyelty? 


f 

Se Yess 

N“ 7 ~ AD 
toe pe yee ae vais lu - 


Ae L wovld sey ne is lcyal. 
Wee, G. Do you have any doubt on that subject at all? 


Re NOe 


ir. SILVERMAN. I have no further questions. 


Crocss<-—bxarmination 


Q. Dr. VON NEUMANK, you stated that Dr. OPPENM Ikan attempted to persuade 
you to accept his views, and you attempted to persuade him to. accept your 
views in Dece:zber 1949? os - 


. 
. 
- 


Ae -Yes. : ae oh es oe wie 


~% 


Q. Would you téll us briefly what his views were as you understood then? 


Ay Well, that 1% would be a mistake to underszie an accelcration of the = 
ecrogen boric, ve vcrnc: woleex progrem for the following reasons: EGCLUSE 


S22 eee ee ee ee eee ee My aes e me ca AT hoanpas mee Sy Oe ee 3, ee Pe a 
4% could disorgaemise the program of che ArG Leceuse ansveaG SL Sevcloping 
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— "fission weapons further, which one knew how to do and where -one could . . 
- predict good résults fairly reliably; one getting back ona.crash ~~ ees 


program which would supersede ihd damage everything élée,.and the results 


of the crash program would be dubious. That furthermore, “from the military 
point of view, making bigger explosions was not necessarily an advantage 

in proportion to the size of the explosions Furthermore, that we practically 
had the lead in whatever we did, and the Russians would follow, and that °° 
we were probably more vulnerable than they were for a variety of reasons, Be 
one of which is that we can probably saturate them right now— I meant right. 
then—whereas they could not at that moment. Therefore, a large increment the 


on both sides would merely mean that both sides can saturate the other. - 


Also, that since there was now this.possibility of a large increment in _ Sie, 


Gestructive power, this was now for the second time, and possibly for the 
last time an opportunity to try to negotiate control ani disarmament. Seo 


I think this was by and large the argument. There are a few other 
angles which are classified which I think are not very decisive. 


Q. Doctor, was there anything in his argument abouv the immorality of 
developing the thermonuclear? 


A. TI took it for granted that it was his view. It did not appear very 
much in our arguments, but we knew each other quite well. ky view on 
thet is quite hard boiled, and that was lmom. 

Q. What was Dr. OPPENHEIMER's view, soft boiled? 


hb. I assume, but look, now, I am going by hearsay. [I have not discussed 
it with hin. 


9. I umerstand. 


Ae I assume that one ought to consider it very carefully whether one 
develops anything of this order of destruction just per se. 


. 
a 


Qe Yes » sir. Doctor, inzesponse to 2 question from Mr. SILVERNAN, you. att 
said you had no question about Dr. OPPENHEIMER's integrity, did you not? <?a"" 


Ae YeSe 
Q@. By that you meant his honesty, did you not? 


foe YESe 


G. Doctor, do you recall having heara anything about an incident “hich 
occurred between Dr. OPPENHSTILEP and a man named CHLVALIR? mage 
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I think that this was in the dast few years. | yt = 
Q. You saw the letter of General Nichols and Dr. OPPENHELMER's response? 


he Yess. I am not absolutely certain whether I saw the complete original 
or whether I saw somebody's excerpts of relevant parts. . 


Q. What is your present umerstanding about that incident that I referred 
ee to--the CHEVALIER incident? ‘hat do you have in mini about what happened? » 
. = Ee es a . - - ie . - . “- 
Ae wat I undersieni nappened ~2g——and please correct me if my recollectign 
is inexact—my impression is that CHEVALIER was @ man who had been Dr. : 
OPPENHEDER's friend in earlier years, who in 1942, I think, or early 1943, 
when Dre OPPENHEIMER was already associated with the etomic energy project 
“oh was not vet the lianhattan district, made an anoroach and suggested 
~~ Hin thet sousbods clse, whose name I nave forjourcen, wes Vorkin= Lor 


re 

>is on oy sees pene 4 : ote es Paes = wo <5 = 7 a. mt = - ore gs Sek 

Sussie end trovld be able to transit scientific cnc WeCnic eB er ch 
nN 


I understood that Dr. OPPENHEIMER essentially told him to go to hell, 
‘but did not report this incident immediately, and that when he later 
1154 


‘reported it, he did nov report it completely fcr sae tine, until, I think, . 
‘ordered by General GivvES to do so. 7 


By lire ROBB: 


Dre VON MEUMAN!, my question is, assuming that Dr. OPPENHEIMER testified 
before this board as I have indicated to you, would that shake your 
confidence in his honesty? | 


é oe : : ae 
“si rn eee Gere Bese: 5S = 2 oe ‘ 
Ay Hay I ask you again, if I understood correctly-— } \. 
a ee ae ; Peas . : rte £ oie 


| Q. YeSe — a 


a 


A. If I ungerstood correctly, the hypothetical representation to the 
board would have been something like this: Thav a false siavement was 
made becavse Dr. OPPENHEIMER wanted to evoid naming ur. Chu ViLIUR and 
himself. I uncerstood your descriotion first as saying that he said 

thet he is supposed to have said that he madc these statements to securlvy 
offices because he did not want to mention viivaLiouts name and did not 
vant tbo mention his ow name. Is this correct? 


“r, OBB. I wonder if we might heve the cuestion read back to tae yr oness ? 


a 
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“the Witness. In other wonde,, the eeineihand sestimony is that his 
conduct was first of all due to a desire to make things easier for 
CHEVALIER and possibly for himself, but on the other hand > it actually 
made it much worSee Is this the idea? 


Mr. ROBB. I hesitate to instruct Ba witness ,» Mr. Chairman, beyond the 
statement of the hypothesis. 


‘ir. GARRISON. I think thet is right. aie 
\ 


Mire STLVERLAN. fou : asved Tae. witness a nypothetice1 ‘ouaiihaa, i Gae 

witness is not entirely clear as to the hypothetical question, if the 
witness! understanding © of it is at all different from that of the hearers ; 
Lt mente nis ancsvicr now Very competent, and therefore it is important to 


oo Q. I think 1t is clear to say that part of the assumption is that Dre 
ee ae 5PPENHE DER tes “ified that oneof his explanations for this conduct wes 
<nat he was reluctant to nenvLon Dr. Civ: ea and somewhat reluctant to 
mention himselt. - Ee : 


4 


£. But at the same +4ime.e he now realized that his ‘statements if true 
would actuelly be much worse for CHEVALIER. 


Q. I think that is a fair statement, yeS, sir 


A. Go this wes an attempt to achieve something of which it ener 
achiever, the. Oppo 2 2. is oe the idea? 
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he Look, - Sy0u have: “to View the oeniecumas anc. ; the character of & pat. ass e 
a whole. fhis episode », if true, would make me think that the course 4 OLE 
the year 19h3 or in 192 and 1913, he was not emotionally and int ect! 
prepares to handle this kine. of a job; that he subsequently lear ned how fo 
handle it, and by all of us, I moan all 900. sle in scientific pecimica al” 
occupations gov cently in contac, with 2 universe we hed nod own 
pefore. I mean wnis : neouliar oroslen af security, whe Tact $hae Lee . 
wiio looked all rich? rights be conspirators ard rich be soics Baez ere 
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dinar): times, 


ie Sere, eee 
; Res An 51,3, «- 
7°80 this ns © | 
too Serious, 
out some 
nce, — 
; course 
Which ha | 
ddenly were dealing With: Something with 
low up th world, Furthermore, We were invol ved in a 
triangular War With two Of our enemies had one Suddenly the Nice thing of 
fivhting €ach othen, But afsaop all, they wene still enextes, Lhis «325 - 
f VOLT peeuliay Situation, one of us he= begn eduecte- on Conditioned to 


Cxiss in this cLuzation, ana we, had to Be our PALL On ligation and oup 
e 


For some reonle it took 2 months, for SOME 2 veans and for Some 7 
TR: Tt ee aa) Bo Ces a eee a eee GEC ess: ie ACCS Samy 
Rat, 826 SOU ee ee Sea POSLS innee. 


50 if this Story is true, that Would just Give me a Piece of information 
On how long it took Dr, CPPaNEST tr to get adjusted to this Buel- Rogers 


lr. Ghiy. In 193, dig YOU Consider that peonle Who were identifieg With 
the Communi st farty had “Ny king of Commitment toa foreign Power, 
S€cificall.y. to the S0viey Union? eg 


The Witness, I think that if Somebody was a Darty member and 


under Party | 
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Mr. GREY. Ly question is not what You believe now, b 
have believed then, 7 a om 
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The Witness, I so then believed, If somebody Was under party: discipline, “te 


yes, 


ae G?.Y. SO You were “were in 19) 3 OL the threats Se the 
CORI Weich Meht cone fre: allowin: ACMOoYs of the Darty 
LS Classified taforia ts on? 
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The Witness. It certainly was a security risk, yes. I certainly felt 
that as a security risk. hay i say I had the feeling that this was 


: definitely a three-way | wer. At that moment’ two of the. énenies had to | ae 
all advantage got “into a fight of their om: It was perfectly proper. ° .. 


to exploit this. That as far as “evel oping the atomic bomb was concerned, 

What all of. us had in mind in 193 and 19); was this. “Of course, the 

German science and technology was enormous. ‘te were all ecared to death 

that the Germans might get the atomic bomb before we did. We found out _~ 
ter that they had somewhat neglected this area, and they didn't.get as. 


far as we thought they would get. I don't think anybody could foresee 


that. J think it would have been a great mistake to bank on it in 193 
and 19). We all were actuated by a desiré which was primarily one to 
get, it is is possible, an atomic bomb before anybody else does. re - 
certainly all had the feeling thatthis was peramount, and. that it was 
Quite proper to take catered risks in this regard. 


I must say that I eonerdeea Pueeis an enemy from the beginning to 
the end, and to now, and the alliance with Russia is a fortunate accident 
that two enemies had quarreled. However, I think it also was perfectly fair 
to take advantage of this, that the military commander could perfectly 
see decide that one should take calculated risks on this, and employing 

a Gcommunist might av thet moment accelerate getting an atomic weapon ahead 

af Germa ve 

Cf coursc, it would later be a bad sroblem from the security point of 
view. But then the German danger was there, and the ovher thing was remote, 
and military information obsolesces rapidly anyhow. so I think it was not 
unreasonable to take such a sten. 


dir. GRAY. You might have applied e different test with respect to the 
calculated risk in 193 than you would apply today? 


The Witness. Entirely. 


Mr. GRAY. ‘iere you acquainted with FUCHS? : - oo 
The Witness. Yes 9 ol knew FUCHS quite well. 


hire GRAY. Did you have any - reason to suspect his integrity or dependability 
or whatever was involved in the subsequent disclosures? 


The Witness. Not parcicularly. Ne was a rather queer person, but then 
uncer vhese condstions queer persons occur. I did not suspect him 
crticularly. he was clearly ns an ordi ary DSErson. 
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kre GiAY. What I am getting at is whether you had reason to believe 
he was a Communist. 
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Dr. ‘EVANS. . Practically what? < . 


The Witness. Until it became know, until he vonfessed, or rather until ~ 
_ he was shom. - a 2. o Bo eS eee 


Mr. GRAY, At the time you learned about it, were you surprised? 


The Witness. Look, I was not Surprised in this sense, that he clearly 
wes @ peculiar person. So if it turns out an ordinary run of the mill 
person that he is 4 conspirator and spy, you are shocked and surprised. 
He was a very peculiar person with respect to whom I didntt have much 

experience. Of course, I was surprised by the fact that there hed been 


such a thing, that a Spy had been so well Dlaced. 

lire G24Y. shen you said a few moments ago that you didntt know about it 
until practically at the time the disclosures were made public, dces that 
mean that there was informetion available to people at Los Alanos about 
hin, about his Communist connections, before the Story was knowm here in 
Washington? 

The Witness. I dontt think so. 

Ere GRAY. I didn't think you intended to say that. 


fhe Witness. Mo. 


ire GRAY. I want to make clear that the record did not reflect it until 
you intended to say it. 


The Witness. No, no; absolutely not. 


that this is the kind of calculated risk that you felt was desirable i 
take in those days? ~ Was the calevlated risk worth it in the case of FUCHS? 


The titness. Clearly not. I don't wuite get the question. In the Licht 
of hindsight, clearly not. 
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May I say this was of course a highly empirical subject. FUCHS made 
a contribution. Of courses the damage he made. outweighs the contribution 
‘by far, probably... & tly what ooncentration. of -spies one would find among . 


the people with Gommmnist. backgrounds nobody knew ahead: of time, and quite. 
particularily the technical people didn't know. So I would say this wags a 
decision for security and for whatever branch of the Government was involved, 


which deals with counterespionage to make. 


Mr. GRAY. Today you would not recommend employment on a sensitive project 
of someone knomm now to be a member of the Communist Party. 


The Witness. No. | 
Mr. GRAY. Suppose there was recommended to you an individual for eanploy-. . a 
ment who some years ago had what you believed to be close Commnist ae 


affiliations; what would your response be today? 


The Witness. I would certainly not employ him in a sensitive job. 


iv. GRAY. A person wns had had close Communist affiliations in an carlier 
veriod of his life? 


The ifitnesse Eow carly? I thougny you said a few years agoe I mean how 
early. I would say if somebody had close affiliations with the Communist 
Party after 1945 or later, then I would certainly not employ him in a 
sensitive job. If he had close affiliations with the Communist Farbty in 
the late 1930's, then I would say if he was never a party member, then l 
would view the entire situation and I think if there is prima facie 
evidense of a probability that he had changed his views, I certainly would. 
if he was an actual member of the party, I would sey that the burden of 
proof that he is no longer 4 member is on him. In other words, on his 

in general conduct since then. I think you must consider the total 

} - personality and the total life and the probable motivation and interests 
oe of the person after 190. 


ur. GREY. Do you pick 19,0 as a particular year? 


The Witness. No. It is a vague thing. It is somewhere between 190 and 
19h, I would say. _ ) ; 


kr. GRAY. That close affiliations as late as 19 ae e eT = ay AES 


y 


~e titness. I would begin to get worried, in fact, seriously worried. The 
creat watershed ic evidently the Second \iorld war. There are all sorts of 


things happening there. for instance, the possibility for error is greater 


J 
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in 1943 and 19) when the Russians were allies, than in 190, when they 

were cooperating with the enemy. So I think dating between 1940 and 1944 

is very difficult. But I would say definitely that I would take a lenient. 
view of things before 19,0, and a very hard view of things after Whe wi + 
ur. GRAY. Suppose at Los Alamos someone had come to you--this ‘is purely | 
hypothetical——and said, although the British sre our allies and the official 
policy of the United States Government is to share military information of 

the highest degree of secrecy with the British, this policy is being a. 6 
frustrated in Washington, now I have a way of getting to the British scientists .° 
snformation about what we are doing here in ‘Los Alamos, ‘and don't you think =.°) 
it is up to us to make sure that official policy is not frustrated, and you =. 
knew that this person Was interested in the British, what would your position ce 


have been at that time, Dr. VON NEUMANN? : 


The Witnesse For one thing, I would certainly not have given him information, 
put I assume that the main question is would 1 have reported him right awaye’ : 


Mir. GRAY. Yes; let me ask that question. The British were allies, it was 
official policy, this man frankly said that then if the information were made 
svailable, it could be transmitted through channels vhich were not official 


channels. 


23 The Witness. I would probably have reported hin. I realize, however, that 
#. this can lead to 2 bad conflict. If I an convinced that the man is honest 
Pa in his own benighted way, that is an unpleasant conflict situation, I would 
> probably have reported him anyway 


Mr. GREY. ‘The reason 1 ascad the question is now to get an answer from you - 
on the basis of 2 hypothetical question, but to really ask next whether you ~=" 
would have made a cis tinction ab that time between an approach on behalf of 

the Russians and an approach on behalf of the British. 


The Witness. Yes. I think the probability of being at var with Russia in | 
the next 10 years wes high, and the probability of being at war with Sngland ~ 


a 


in the next 10 years was low. | are 


Mr. GRAY. Thank you; Dre EVANS. 


pr. EVANS. Dr- VON NEUMANN, where were you born? 


The WitnessSe Budapest, Hungary-e | ee 


Dr. EVANS. I think you did tell us, but l want to know again, just where 
were you educa ed? 


The Witnesse I stuaied chemistry in Serlin and Furicn and graduated as EE 
an engineer of chemistry in Zuriche | 28h 


Signe 
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Dr. EVANS. Zurich? 


The Witnesse Yes; in Switzerland. After that I got a Ph.D. in mathematics 
in Budapest, Hungary. This was in 1926. sth ae ee | 


Dr. EVANS, When did you come to this country? 

The Witness. 1930. 

Dr. EVANS. Are you a citizen of the United States? 

The Witness. Since 1937. 

Dr. EVANS. Andwre you professor here at any time in any institute? 

The Witness. Yes; I was professor of mathematical physics at Princeton 
University until 1933. At that time the Institute for Advanced Study began 
to operate in Princeton and I was then appointed to the Institute for 
Advanced Study. 

Dr. EVANS. You first met Dr. OPPENHEILER in Goettingen? 


The witness. It was either Zurich or Goettingen in 1926. 


Dr. EVANS. Doctor, do you think a man can be loyal to his country and still, 
due to his associates, be a security risk? 


The Witness. That is possible; yes. 


Dr. EVANS. If someone had approached you and told you he had a way to 
transport secret information to Russia, would you have been very much 
surprised if that man approached you? 

The Witness. It depends who the man is. 

Dr. EVANS. Suppose he is a friend of yours. 

The Witness. VWell;, yes. 

Dr. EVANS. Yiould you be surprised? 


The Witnesse YeSe 


Dre EVANS. ould you have reported it immediately? 
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The ivitness. This devends on the Deriod. JI mean before I got conditioned 
to Security, Possibly not. After T got conditioned .to security , certainly 
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fne Witness. TI mean after quite an experience with security matters and 
realizing what was involved; yes. | , . 2 


Dr. EVANS. I am sure you would now, Dr. VON NEUMANN. ~ - 

The Witness. There is no doubt now, 

Dre EVANS. You dontt know some years ago whether you would have or not? ~~ 3 
The Witness. What I am trying to say isthis, that before 1941, I didntt 

even know whet the word "classified" meante So God only knows how 

intelligsmtly I would have behaved in Situations involving this. [ am 


Quive sure that I learned it reasonably fast, But there was a period of . 
learning during which I may have made mistakes or might have made mistakes, 
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Dr. “vals. Would you put loyalty to a friend above loyalty to your country 
av any time? 


The Witness. No, 

Dr. EVANS. Have you met any Communists? 

the Witness. Oh > yes. 

Dr. EVANS. That you knew were Communists? 

The Witness. oh 3 yes. 

Dre EVANS. Have you any friends that are Communists? 
The Witness. At this moment ; NOs | 


Dr. BVANS, - Do you always know a Comminist when you meet him? 


a” 


The tiitness, No. 


«By Hr. SILVERMAN: 
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Redirect Exanination 


Q. Perhaps particularly in view of Dr. EVANS! question about whether you aa 
ever met any Communists, I hope you will forgive me if I ask yu lor2:°. 
personal questions. <: eee ae a 


Was your family in Hungary at or about the time of the Soviet state there?> 


Ae. YeS- 
0. Ami did they leave in part because they didn't like it? er 


A. We left Eungary very soon after the Communists seized power. The 
Communist regime in Hungery lasted 130 days. This was in 1919. We left 
essentially as soon as it was feasible, wich was about 30 or 0 days later, 
and we returned abou 2 months after the Communists hed been put dom. I left 
Fungery later than this, to be exact 2 years later in order to go to college. 


ww 


t first intemled to become 42 chemical engineer, and if I had become a 
chemical engineer I might have returned to Hungarye Since I decided to became ™ 
= methenetician and then the academic outlook in Hungary was not at all 
promising whereas in Germeny at that time it was very promising indeed, Il 
then decided to go to Germany. 


Q. fs you grew up, did you and your family regard Russia as a sort of 
natural enemy of Hungary? 


fe Russia was traditionally an eneny of Hungary. There was a seed of war 
between Hungary and Russie in 1948 which according to the Hungarian version, 
which is what I know, the Hungarians put down the Russian army. #fter this...i. 
they were not friendly. This trauma lasted after the First World Har. After = 
the First World tar everybody had reason to Worry about it. But i was a 

child of 9 when the First world dar broke ovt. So Russia was traditionally 

the enemy. After the First World Wiar and the second war, there is quite a dat, 
pattern. I think you will find, generally speaking, among Hungarians an 
enotional fear and dislike of Russia. | 
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QO. You were asked if there were én Sneident that looked like an approach to | 
esnionage to yous you indicated you would report it, and now you indicated you 
certeiniy would and at other times you hoped S06. 
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A. LITwould.e It is possible to define a4 transitional period in everybody's 
life where he is not fully aware of the problem being present. How well i 
anybody behaves in the period is in part a question of fortitude and in wns 


part a question of luck. There: is always &.frelation of these things. ~~ *"- 4s 


Q. If such: an approach were made to Dr. OPPEIHEILER today, ‘what do you 4 
think his reaction would be? . : | 


Ah. Ihave no doubt that he would report it. 


Q. Inmediately? 


A. Tthink so, yes. Hay I say I can summarize my views on this. I think 9 
after about a year's experience with military security and implications of. fe, 8 
' security and the things which make it necessary, I think every one of us and ee 


I am convinced of Dr. OPPENHEILMER, and I, and everybody who I take seriously, . 
would act the same wey, namely, follow the rules which existe aos 


CG. Do you think that Dr. OPFENHa Lash would place loyalty to a friend above 
loyalty to his country? 


A. would net think so. - 


QO, Dr. BVAUS asked you acout whevher it is poscible for a man to be loye 
to his country, and yet be a security risk because of his associations. 


A e Yes e 


Q. I thin: you answered "Yes." Do you feel you know Dr. OPPENiaLi:k's 
associations reasonably well? 


= A. I rather think so. 
b.. Q. Do you thirkthat Dr. OPPEKHED@E is a security risk because of his meee 


present associations? 
A. Wo, I don't think so. 


Hr. SILVERMAN. That is all. 
a 
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Tt should be noted that J. ROBERT OPPONEETLGR has been investigated += 
under the provisions of Executive Urder 10450. 
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This is to furnish information contained in a summary con-~- 
cerning Von Neumann, concerning whom an investigation was ordered on 
10/4/54 at the request of the White House, as Von Neumann is a candidate 


for the Atomic Fnergy Commission. 


Included_in summary = In April, 1954, Von Neumann testified before the 

ersonne ecurity Board of the Atomic Energy Commission in the case of 
J. Robert Oppenheimer, whose atomic energy clearance was suspended as a 
result of the hearings. In testimony, Von Neumann said his association 
with Oppenheimer was based on mutual employment at Institute for Advanced 
Study, Princeton, New Jersey. Associates advised that appointee and | 
Oppenheimer were associated on an intellectual basis. 


State Department. advisedvin Jt: 
elected to,.membership of Germangicadem ae 
in July, 1950, in the me 


ry Pee ven 


zation descri ioe as voingettie. 
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Forty-nine individuals who are. business siinscladeiis social 
acquaintances, neighbors, and others highly recommended the appointee 
as to his character, reputation, loyalty, associates, general standing 
and ability. 


RECOMMENDATIONS : 7L- 69804 L b 


(1) That the attached summary be furnished testiic Henowsble— 
Sherman Adams at the White House and the Attorney General.®< an 


(2) That inasmuch as the appointee is or has betn employed as. 
a consultant to the Office of the Secretary of Defense; G-2, Department 
of the Army; Office of Naval intelligences; and the Atomic Energy 
Commission, that the eyeeceee summary also be furnished to these agencies 


= Es 


Attachment Y 


c 


if ff. 


eo 


In 1947 Von Neumann was awarded an honorary degree 
of Doctor of Science by Princeton University, Princeton, New 
Jersey. 


Employment 


Prior to the mpointee's entry into the United 
Stetes in 1930 he had been an instructor at the University 
of Berlin and the University of Zurich. 


In 1930 he entered on- duty-.as=a- professor of 
-, mathematics at Princeton University, Princéton,.; New Jersey. 
He remained so employed: until 1933, at whith#time he was | 
nd <) eeaiep = nn. 


transferred to the “faculty of the Institute@for | 
3 employed 3 


Study, Princeton, New Jersey. He is,preséntly® 
at the institute. In addition, he*hovig® the GG titop of * 
director or _the Zlectronics Computer Project. ate, | 


In addition to the above-mentioned employment 
the appointee has been employed as follows: 


On August 18, 1912, he was appointed « consultant 
to tne Ballistics Research Laboratories, Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Aberdeen, Maryland. Fron. that date to the vresent 
time the appointee AES been enpdloyed as 4 consultant by 
——— the laboratories on a "per dien lusis when actually employed." 
The appointee's contract expires June 30, 1955. His personnel 
file contains no unfavorable information concerning him. 


) aa On July 1, 1947, he wes appointed a consultant 
ee in the Kathemetics Division, Rescarch Depertment, «aval 
. Ordnance Laboratory, White Oak, HNaryland. we remeined so 
: employed until July 1, 1950, at which time he was anpointed 
ve a consultant in the Aeroballistics research Devartment of 
the laboratory. He has received yeerly reeppointments to 
the present time. ue is paid on a "per diem basis when 4 
actually employed." His  dersonnel file contains no unfavorable a. 
information concerning him. 7 
Bee + RR eG RN cee: 
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The appointee has served as an “expert consultant" 
to the Bureau of Ordnance, War Department, Aberdeen, Maryland, 
on a per diem basis from September 2, 1940, to April, 197. 


On February 13, 1950, he received an excepted 
appointment as a consultant to the Armed Forces Special 
Weapons Project. He received yearly reappointments as a 
consultant, the last appointment being given on July 1, 195). 
The appointee's personnel and security file contain no un- 
favorable information concerning hin. 


The records of the office of the Secretary of 
Defense reflect that the appointee received an excepted 
appointment as an expert consultant on February 28, 1949, to 
the Research and Development Board of the Committee on 
Atomic Energy, Washington, D. C. He received yearly 
reappointments, the last appointment being given on July l, 
195k. This employment is on a “per diem basis when actually 
employed." The appointee's file contains no unfavorable 
information concerning him. 


On February 27, 1952, Von Neumann received a 
Presidential appointment as a member of the General Advisory 
Committee tothe Atomic Energy Commission. On August 2, 195h, 
he received an appointment as a consultant to the Atomic 
Energy Commission. This contract is due to expire June 30, 
1955. His personnel file contains no unfavorable information 
concerning him. 


-. 


On September 15, 1952, he became,.employed.as a: 


consultant to the University of Californis®Ragsatto 


ip eRe oui! 


Laboratory, Berkeley, California. He has received reappointments* 
yearly “and is presently so employed. His contract expines®: ova, = 

So... SERS Se aeape = ine Be cia 
June 30 S|] 1955. P ; 4 wd ue: i oak ie poe: a " Stig a 


From September 7, 1942, to August 31, 195, he was 
employed. on an intermittent basis as a consultant by the 
Bureau of Ordnance, Department of the Navy, Washington, D. C. 


From February 26, 191, to September 4, 1942, and 
from April 1, 19), to May 17, 1946, he served as an expert 
consultant on explosives on a part-time voluntary basis, 
without compensation, tothe National Defense Research 
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New Mexico, as & consultant from November 235 
present time. His contract is due ire” 


1955 e abet eH 
did consid 


erable work for the la 


gpniversity and at the Aberdeen Proving,Ground. 


A number of persons Snterviewed concerning the 
appointee's employment advised that he is a capable 
Sndividual who possesses 4 high degree of integrity and 
ability. 


Marital Status 


Me appointees married Mariette Kovesi on June l, 
1930, at Budapest, Hungary. In divorce proceedings at 
Reno, Nevada, in October, 1937, the appointee's wife charged 
the appointee with cruelty. She was awarded 4 divorce on 


November 3, 1937- 


A number of persons snterviewed during this investi- 
gation advised that the divorce resulted from 4 lack of 
mutual interests and that there was no scandal attached to 


the divorcee 


One child, Marina Von Neumann, porn March 6; 1935; 
at New York, New York, resides with the appointee's former 
wife at Setauket, New york. The appointee's former wife is 


remarried. 


The records of the United States District Court at 
Trenton, New Jerseys reflect that Mariette Kovesi Von Neumann 
became a United States citizen on September 10, 1937+ 


An applicant-type investigation was conducted by 
this Bureau_in 1947 concerning the appointee's Tormer wife _ 
and no unfavorableginf ormation concerning her was..optained. ... 


The appointee married Klara Dan in Budapest, 
Hungary, on November 15, 1938. She entered the United States 
on December 15, 1938. The records of the United States 
District Court at Trenton, New Jerseys reflect that she 
became a United, States citizen on December 26, 1942. The 
appointee and His wife reside at 26 Westeott Road, Princeton; 


New Jerse6ye 


Say y 


Il. 


An applicant-type investigatin. WEes conducted. 
by this Bureau in 197 and 1953 concerning Klara Dan. 
Von Neumann and no unfavorable information concerning hep 
was obtained. 


RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 


Interviews 


During the course of this and previously mentioned 
applicant-type investigations, a number of persons interviewed, 
includes business associates, social acquaintances, neighbors 
and others and they commented favorably as to the appointee's 
character, loyalty, reputation, general standing and ability. 
They highly recommended him for a position of trust and 
confidence with the Government. 


Persons who commented as above are: 


Robert Mainhardt, official, Radiation 
Laboratory, University of California, 
Berkeley, California. 


Edward Teller, consultant, Radiation 
Laboratory, University of California, 
Berkeley, California. 


Anthony A. Tomei, admini@trariveves sistant, 
General Advisory Committee to the Atomic 
Energy Commission, Washington, D. Ce. 


Herman H. Goldstein, assistant director, 
Electronic Computer Project, Institute for 
Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey. 


Atle Selberg, official, Mathematics 
Department, Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey. 


Deane Montgomery, official, Mathematics 
Department, Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey. : 


Elizabeth Gorman, secretary to the appointee, 
Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 
New Jersey. 
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“Alvin MigWeinberg, research director, 


Oak Ridge National Laboratories, Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee. 


Alston S. Householder, in charge of the: 
Mathematics Panel, Oak Ridge National 
Laboratories, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 


Jack Moshman, senior statistician, Oak 
Ridge National Laboratories, Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee. 


Bioiviaan, carsoniMark ,<deedsiionsd eadenak 
Theoretical Physics Division, University of 
California, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


James L. Tuck, “phy Sicisgands gebupsl eadaned 
Physics Division, University of California, 
Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


Nicholas Metropolis, group. leader, Theoretical 
Physics Division, University of California, 
Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


Bengt G. Carlson, group leader, University of 
California, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


George Fostengkvans , mathematiciaa, University 
of California, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


Cerda Louise Evans, mathematician; University 
ef California, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


Robert E.. Caraway.s:,managers, The Lodge, Los 


“Alamos, New Mexico. 


‘Arnold Shold, assistant. manager$ The Lodge, 
Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


Stanislaw Mi7Vlem; mathematician, University 
-of California, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


John A. Wheeler, : ‘prof essornxofs: phy sins 
Princeton “University, Princeton, New Jersey. 
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A. W£"Tucker, chairman, Mathematics Department, 


“ princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey. 


Eugene P. Wigner, professor, Mathematics 
Department, Princeton University, Princeton, 
New Jersey. 


Luis Alvarez, physicist, Radiation Laboratory, 
University of California, Berkeley, California. 


Donald Cooksey; assistant director, Radiation _ 
Laboratory, University of California, Berkeley, 
Cal if ornia e 


H. R. Falpaugh, security officer,, Ballistics 
Research Laboratories, Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Aberdeen, Maryland. 


Theodore Stern, scientific-advisor:.to the 
director, Ballistics Section, Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Aberdeen, Maryland. 


L. S. Diederich, associategdinétors Ballistics 


Research Laboratories, Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Aberdeen, Maryland. 


R. He Kent, associate dinecton, Ballistics Research 
Laboratories, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, 
Maryland. 


Leonard E. Simon, director, Ballistics Research 
Laboratories, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, 
Maryland. 


R. He Frazer, chief, Internal Ballistics Division, 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, Maryland. 


Frank Aydelotte, dean, Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jerseye 


Oswald Veblen, professor, Mathematics Department, 
Anstitute for Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey. 
H. He Taylor,,dean-of the.Graduate «Schools 
University, Princeton, New Jersey. 


Princeton 
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L. Pe Eisenkart »apmofessor, Mathematics 
Department, Princeton University, Princeton, 
New Jersey. 


‘Albert Einstein, professor emeritus, Institute 
for Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey. 


M. He Nichols, official, Physics Department, 
Palmer Laboratories, Princeton, New Jersey. 


Henry Ds Smythe, official, Physics Department, 
Palmer Laboratories, Bes CeuCns New Jersey. 


Mrs. Ge Pe Tschebotarioff, neighbor,.2 
Road, Princeton, New Jersey. 


Kate Morgan, neighbors ®iUiWesee 
New Jersey. 


Re Ce Albion, assistant dean of the faculty, 
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey. 


ey Kissane, director, Civil Engineering Department, 
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey. 


Marston Morse, professor, Mathematics Department, 
Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey. 


He P. Roberts, director, Mathematics Department, 
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey. 


N. E. Bradbury, director, Los Alamos Project, 
University of California, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


Karl T. Compton, former official, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Lewis Del Sasso, former official, Ballistics 
Research Laboratories, Aberdeen Proving Ground 
Aberdeen, Maryland. 


Curtis Lampsen, former official, Ballistics Research 


Laboratories, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, 
Maryland e 
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“ Louise Del Sasso, employee, Chemical Center, 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, Maryland. 


Ralph Carlisle Smith, associate director 
for Classification and Securjige.Los Alamos 
Scientific Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 


As an example of the comments offered, the 
following interviews are being set forth: 


Karl Compton, former official, Massachusetts: 
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts, advised 
that he considers the appointee to be "100 per cent American" 
and that he has never had any reason to questionWs loyalty. 
He recommended the appointee highly for a confidential 
position. He advised further that he has never heard any 
unfavorable information concerning the appointee. 


=e Edward Teller, consultant, Universitysorsearirornia” 
oe Radiation Laboratory, Livermore, California.” advised that he 
cane has known the appointee since 1925. He stated that he. Knew 


the appointee in Germany, England“ andsihénited Stat 

that he worked with the appointee in Los Alamos, 

in 1943. He related that Von Neumann is a genius of a 
saetabees scientist and has made great contributions to sciencee He 

| said the appointee is acutely aware of the great danger of 

the Russian plans for world domination and he proclaimed 
that the appointee is definitely teanti-Russian." He 
described the appointee as a person of good character whose 
associates are reputable individuals. He stated that the 
appointee is loyal to the United States in all respects 
and is a person who can keep a secret and be discreet in 
his conversations relative to security matters. He highly 
recommended the appointee for a position of trust and 
confidence with the Government. 


Mr. and Mrs. George. Foster | “Evans; “both mathematicians a 
‘University of California, Los*Alamos, New Mexico, advised | 
that they have known the appointee and his wife since about 
1948. Both stated that the appointee and his wife are loyal 
to the United States and are more pronounced in their 
statements indicating such loyalty than the average citizen, 


in view of their being naturalized citizens of the United 
States. ‘Both commented favorably as to the character, 
reputation and loyalty of the appointee's immediate family. 
They further advised that the appointee has reputable 
associates and is very security conscious in regard to 
confidential information. Both highly recommended the 
appointee for a position of trust and confidence with the 
Government. 


: — omy <page ee oon 
| gJ0hn As:Wheeler, professor of physics; A. We. 
Tucker, chairman, Mathematics Department sand Eugene P. 


Wigner, professor of mathematics and physics, all of - 
princeton Univergity, .princeton, New Jersey, and Herman He 
Goldstéin, assistant director, Electronic Computer Project, 
Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey. all 
advised that the appointee is of excellent character and 
reputation and is a loyal American. All stated that the 
appointee has reputable associates and they highly recommended 


him for a position of trust and confidence with the Government. 


une 


Organizations 


Investigation has determined that the appointee is 
or has been elected or appointed to various positions in the 
following organizations; 


Nassau Club, Princeton, New Jersey; Cosmos 
Club, Washington, D. C; American Mathematical 
Society, Providence, Rhode Island; Bceonometric 
Society, Washington, D. C; National Academy 

of Sciences; American Philosophical Society 
and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 


credit and Criminai 


The records of the law enforcement agencies and 
credit bureaus covering the places of residence of the 
appointee in the United States were checked and no pertinent 
jdentifiable information concerning the appointee was obtained 
except as foliows: 


Bee ie 


The records of the Princeton, New Jersey, Police ~ % 
Department, reflect that the appointee receivedgeight:itraffic:s, 
citations between" the period February ¢7 = ton anusgTr 


s: Oe 


_ The records of the Trenton Credit Association, 
Trenton, New Jersey, in a report dated October.9, 19455 
reflect that the appointee derived incomégin the amount? 


- SM et ae 


of $20,000 annually and that. he owns a home at 26 Westcott 


Road, Princeton, New Jersey, valued at $30,000. 


Agency Checks 


During the course of this investigation the records 
of the following governmental agencies were checked and no 
further pertinent identifiable information concerning the 
appointee was obtained: 


House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
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Passport Office, United States Department 
of State. 


Security Office, Office of the Secretary 
of Defense. 


Office of Security, Atomic Energy Commission. 


Office of Special Investigations, United States 
Department of the Air Force. 


Central files of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 


The records of the Investigations Division, United 
States Civil Service Commission, reflect that a record 
check and inquiry was made concerning the appointee under 
Executive Order 9835, on October 31, 1949. No question of | 
loyalty or unsuitability was disclosed and the investigation 
reflected no additional pertinent or unfavorable information 
concerning the appointee. 


e 


Relatives . 


Investigation has determined that the appointee's 
father died in July, 1929. A number of persons interviewed 


ee ae 
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during this and the previously mentioned applicant-type 
investigations commented favorably as to the character, 
reputation and loyalty of the following relatives of the 


appointee: 


Mother, Margaret Von Neumann, Brooklyn, 
New York. 


Brothers, Michael Von Neumann, Brooklyn, 
New York. 


Nicholas Von Neumann, Washington, 
D. Ce 


The records of the law enforcement agencies and 
credit bureaus covering the places of residence in the United 
States of the above-mentioned relatives of the appointee 
including his wife were checked and no unfavorable information 


concerning them was obtained. 


Investigation has determined that the appointee's 
mother was naturalized on July 2, 1946, in the United States 
District Court at Brooklyn, New York. The appointee's brother, 
Michael, was naturalized on December 6, 1949, in the United 
States District Court at Brooklyn, New York. 


Miscellaneous 


( The records of ono thenwemvergnente) 
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further action was taken by the Atomic Energy. Commissiong 


in regard to this matter and the files further contain ” 
no @ffavorable information concerning the appointee. 


James L. Tuck, physicist and group leader, 
University of California, Los Alamos, New Mexico, advised 
that he has known the appointee since 1942. He stated that 
the appointee and his wife are persons of unimpeachable 
character and that he has never had any reason to question 
their loyalty to the United States. He advised that they 
are both very intelligent individuals and he has never heard 
them express more than a normal interest in political 
ideology or political questions. He stated he has known the 
appointee to be affiliated only with professional organizations 
and furthermore has only Known him to associate with responsible 
and loyal individuals. | 


Mr. Tuck pointed out that Von Neumann is the actual 
originator of much classified data and confidential infor- 
mation relative to experimental weapons and to the best of 
his knowledge the appointee has always been very careful in 
the handling and protection of such classified information. 

He pointed out that Von Neumann and he were involved in an 
apes , incident at Los Alamos, New Mexico, in August, 1953, which 
ae | might be considered a procedural security violation but 

a stated that he does not consider that the appointee was 

- actually responsible for this matter in any way, In 

-_ describing the incident, he stated that T. H. Johnson;. 
oe director of the Division of Research, Atomic Energy Commission, 
= Washington, D. C., and one Robert R. Wilson of the Livermoreyg 
o California, Laboratory, arrived at Los Alamos on a Sunday’ ~ 
during August, 1953, upon very short notice. These individuals 
desired to obtain the opinions of Von Neumann and him, Tuck, . 
relative to a matter in which Wilson was vitally concerned 
at that time. They explained, however, that Wilson could 
only spend a few hours at Los Alamos and that it had not been 
possible to furnish the security officials of the Atomic 
Energy Commission at Los Alamos sufficient data for them to 
furnish the appropriate clearances and passes for admission 
to the restricted areas at Los Alamos. 


/ , Mr. Tuck further advised that there was no question 
' $n the mind of either the appointee or himself that Johnson 
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and Wilson were actually cleared for any information in 
connection with the Atomic Energy program. He said that 
the appointee did voice an objection to discussing any 
such information on Sunday at The Lodge, inasmuch as The 
Lodge was outside of the guarded or restricted areas 
where all confidential or classified work is performed. 
He advised, however, that he and the appointee eventually 
acquiesced and did enter into a discussion of such a 
matter because of Johnson's insistence that Wilson could 
not remain at Los Alamos until the following Monday. 


He informed that the discussion was commenced 
over the direct objection of Von Neumann who appeared 
fully cognizant that such a discussion should not have been 
commenced outside of the appropriately guarded or restricted 
areas. He explained that neither he nor the appointee 
discussed their work or anything that was being done at 
Los Alamos and that actually in his opinion the data which 
were discussed were not of a highly classified nature. He 
expressed the opinion that he is quite certain that the 
appointee has never made a practice of discussing classified 
information in public places and that Von Neumann is very 
discreet and careful in his conversations. He concluded 
that the appointee can be completely trusted with confidential 
information and he highly recommended him for a position of 
trust and confidence with the Government. 


A number of individuals who were employed with 
the appointee at the University of California, Los Alamos, 
\. New Mexico, advised that the appointee is a capable and 
Pa competent individual who possesses a high degree of integrity 
and ability. They said he is discreet in the handling of 
a confidential and classified information and they highly 
/ . recommended him for a position of trust and confidence with 
f, the Government. All further stated that the appointee is 
Ge. very security conscious and they consider him to be 
entirely trustworthy. 


= Ah 


La nand 


appointee in his position as a consultant since about isin 

or 19417. He expressed the opinion that the appointee and his 
wife are individuals of excellent character and reputation who 
are loyal to the United States. He said the appointee has never 
entertained any sympathy for any foreign Government or type of 
Government. He added that Von Neumann and his wife have at 
various times appeared to be quite disturbed about the threat 

of Communism or Communist domination in both Europe and the 
United States. He related that they have always appeared to be 
completely opposed to any such polttical philosophies. 


Mark informed that he is cognizant of the fact that 
Israel Halperin, a reputed Soviet espionage agent, was at one 


-time a student of the. appointee but stated that Von Neumann 


has never indicated to him that he had any particular close 
association with Halperin. He stated that he never had any 
indication that their association exceeded a normal professor- 
student relationship. He concluded by stating that he 
considers the appointee to be thoroughly trustworthy in regard 
to confidential information and he said he would give him his 


highest recommendation for any position of trust and confidence = 


with the Government. 
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A number of other persons interviewed during this 
investigation furnished substantially the same information 
as Mr. Mark and they highly recommended the appointee for a 
position of trust and confidence with the Government. 


Another governmental agency, which conducts ... 


pergonndluend ~ sécurity-type investigations,:,advisedain — 
sy saOue. thet the "Sed Neus Deutschland," .a newspaper 


pemeen,; Germany, announced on July 13, 1950, that®the 


¥¥ ea <2 ies : 4 a e: Nee one a P a 7 Sy E ‘$ ic . <— : oo tee = 
SO he The above-mentioned! governmental agency advised. 3% 


that the appointee ™ ote a letter on September 19, 1950,°** Om, 


, to the president, of} the 
“§ +o “Germany, déclining to accept membership in 


- The "New York Post," a daily newspaper, on June 16, 
1954, carried an article headed "Oppenheimer Appeal Denies 
Stand Caused Delay In Building H-Bomb." This article indi- 
cated that Dr. John Von Neumann, a professor at the Institute 
for Advanced Study, and a member of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission's General Advisory Commission, testified at the 
hearing conducted concerning Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer by 
the Atomic Energy Commission Board, which hearing resulted 
in Oppenheimer's suspension as a security risk. The article 
stated that in connection with Oppenheimer's failure to 
report an individual who attempted to secure from him 
atomic information for the Russians in 1943, Von Neumann 
testified, "You have to view the performance and the 
character of a man as a whole. This episode would make me 
think that in 1942 and 193 he was not emotionally and ae 
intellectually prepared to handle this kind of job; that he gE 
subsequently learned. how to handle it and handled it very | 
well, I know." 


The appointee testified’ before a hearing of the 
omic. Energy. 
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associ tion with. Oppenhesines has ‘been Pacticasly... ee" 
conti ous, with the” ‘exception ‘of ..& BLIPHTAANE rruption. ee 
beewect 1945 and 1947. He stadted*that’ he” ived in the # 


4town’'as Oppenhéimer and that” Oppenheimer had;b 

aig ector or’ ‘theirs tithte of adVanced¥ Study atgPrinc: 
New Jersey.” “Hepaid: that he oie Cote beim nad ¢ 

and professionally. ‘ 
in which Oppenhéimerfattempted to pérsu 
shange his* ‘views* and&he® atte Oe e 
‘views. He said that’ it was oppenheiments 7p: 
would be a mistake to accelerate the “d6velopment or the®™ 
hydrogen bomb and. the thermonuclear. program... It was... 
Oppenheimer's view , according to thgsappointes,, that, to _ 
accelerate such @ program would disorge 
t a Bupersede” and abr ms 
Dek i ia ate) 8. Ps onooriine tppenticinee a: 
loyaaty to the United States” and he expressed the opinion». . 
that™Oppenheimer used discretion in the handling of ‘“#* 
classified materials and classified information. He # 
reset: -that in 1942 and.19)3, Oppenheimer was not’ emptionsl1y 

inti lectusl ly. prepa god o-handle “his job; that hess: 


tions. .: 


In connection with the hearing held by the 
Personnel Security Board of the Atomic Energy Commission, 
J. Robert Oppenheimer's clearance was suspended in December, 
1953, pending the outcome of this hearing. The hearings 
were held.from April 12, 1954, to May 10, 1954. On May 27, 
1954, the Board recommended in a two-to-one advisory opinion 
that Oppenheimer'ts clearance not be reinstated. On June 29, 
1954, the atomic energy commissioners by a vote of flour to 
one confirmed the action of the Personnel Security Board 
and denied atomic energy clearance to Oppenheimer. 


“John A: Wheeler?prof essor of physics; As Wes 
Tucker chairman 2. mebeys ae Peel eeseEiae uu Brew Le 
professor of mathematic nd: 3 Bic) Sar. alae 
University, PrincetonjgNew: “Herman: HsGoldstein 
whose favorable comments are noted on page Of . lak 
summary, advised that the appointee is one o the few 
really great mathematicians alive today and there is no 
question in their mind as to the character, loyalty, or 
associations of the appointee. They stated that Von Neumann 
would place the good of the United States above everything 
else. They advised that the appointee's association with 
J. Robert Oppenheimer was based on the fact that they are 
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. On Bovember 17, 1954, the ‘Atontc Energy Connission . 
advised that ¥r. Dayton Vohrees, retired professor, Princeton 
Univeretty, hed furnished tnformatton thet Von Jeunann and 
Professor James ¥, Alezander were well eaguainted. Vehrees | 
described Alerander as having, Zong been a member of the Communist 
Party, and held Communist Party meetings at his home during the 
Depression years. 
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me extenstue background tnvestigatton on Yon Neumann 
referred to above, did not dtsclose any close assoctation with 
Alexander, nor dtd a revtew of our files cencerning Alexander 
reveal any close aequaintancesh tp with Yor Neumgan other than 
both betng assoctated with the Institute of Adyanced Study at ~~ 
Princeton. Uatuersitye 3 os ee . ae nt 


| There 18 enclosed herewith a summcory of pertinent — 
tnforratton tn our files concerning Janes W. Alexander, In the 
absence of a epeciftc request, no addittonal tnvestigatton will . 
be conducted by the FBI concerning thts natter. oe 
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AFC, Office of Secretary of Defense, G-2 and ONI, as Yon Weumar. 
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ETANDARD Fors NO. 64 


ji Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO t -Mr. Tolson Q 
Ae 


a FROM ! L. B. Nichols % 


SUBJECT: DR. JOHN VON NEUMANN Finterrowd — 


Tele. Room _ 
Holloman ___ 


Senator Hickenlooper called me on the morning of L4e focal 
November 17, 1954, to advise that he is going to start hearings at ip 
9:00 a.m., Thursday morning, November 18, on the confirmation 
of Dr. John Von Neumann and Dr. Willard F. Libby, newly appointed 
Commissioners to the Atomic Energy Commission. Hickenlooper stated 
he was aware of Dr. Von Neumann's defense of Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer 
and his published statements setting forth his critical views on security. | 
The Senator stated, however, that Senator H. Alexander Smith of New Jersey me 
has confidentially informed him that he has received information that oe 
Dr. Von Neumann is very close to and an associate of Professor James Ww. 
[ lex levy Mathematics Professor at the Institute of Advanged Studies at 
[Princerortinive r sity; that Ale x was a member of the Communist Party. | 
Hickenlooper stated that Senator Smith was not making this charge but was 
merely passing on information that may or may not be well grounded. 
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oe 3 The Senator stated that he would have to have some information 
: E Profg ssor Alexander so that he would know how to handle the situation 
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tomorrow, and that he was not going to be caught in trying to "kiss off the 
confirmation of Von Neumann in the event he had bad connections."* The 
Genatdr wondered if we could give him any guidance on a confidential basis 

as he does not feel that this is a matter to be handled through official channels 


at this point. 


I told the Senator I did not know what we could do to help him, 
but we would check and then decide what to do. I told the Senator that I would 
call him either late this afternoon or call him at his home tonight. 


| 


| I have asked Mr. Keay to have a summary prepared on 
Professor James W. Alexander special so that we could have it early this 
afternoon. J have asked Mr. Callan to review the investigation on Dr. 
Von Neumann to see if we came up with any information pertaining to his 


contacts with Alexander, vA 
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Professor James Ww, Alexander and Dr. Von Neumann, | Wish to advige that | 
we had some 200 references in the - It wag Only possible 


y in order to caable me to talk to Hickenlooper 
on the night af November 7th. : 
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Mr. Tolson from L. B. Nichols = November 17, 1954 


RE: JAMES WADDELL ALEXANDER 


lost sympathy with the Communists due to their opposition of the Marshal 
plan. Hickenlooper then told me that he has since learned that Senator 
Srnith talked to LMhis Strauss about Von Neumann/about Alexander; that 
Smith received his information from a Mr. Vohres, a former professor 
and who is a city councilman. He stated that Strauss sent Bryan LaPlan, 
up to conduct a "15-minute investigation" and report back to Smith. 


Hickenlooper then told me in confidence that hat he’ was not at all. 
happy with the Von Neumann pa; a ‘That Von Neumann had not come te. 
this country. until he was 27 ans Beni | He had lived abroad aioe 


that he was s ther Ps algen with ri, herons in m Hickepleepes a se 
defense of Oppenheimer and in’ ‘view of his expressed contempt of security; 
that he would@ike to aan ’ agg risers psceaasained but that the fact 


Ne umaiZ"ts t 
For some atraaue reason the Commission has not as ‘yet. an able to locate this 
| rere He further told me. “that: she'did not believe that Von Neumann and Libby... s 
would be confirmed in this session; that the Senate was getting itchy and ready to go 
The Senator expressed aaa for the coonersuc? add stated he would KeeP x — 


after the Commission. 


It is recommended that when the Domestic Intelligence Division 
completes the review on Alexander that this data be summarized and furnished <=. 
to the Atomic Energy Commission. It is believed this should be given expeditious 
attention so that we can be in a position, should anytime’ come up, of stating the - 
full facts have been furnished to the AEC. 


The investigation of Von Neumann did not disclows any assoc lation ~ Y 
with:  Meiasiar, nor did the file review today, other than the fact that both were 
connected with the Institute of Advanced Study?" 
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Alerander was the subject of a Bu uredfi security. tnues: got) 


bosed: on information Obtained from S tute Department tnat ATeeanger, in 
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der was known in a8 
es 1 and an asscciate ofa known Communist Farty 
: thea ree. t0 develop any membe rahi ip-in the Coz iniea 

¥ ae 


beh muntet Party in theEP) 
ceen annua ra, 1985.7 In addit 1Omp@ours pile 
- : wv with the r 


aN, : 
4 Snare 


one ice | esd and Pega - 1-16-3938 P crsor National ¢ un 
. ngF member: Americcn Soviet sctlences: 


tudent publication Prince, 
x ilerander” Advoheen 


oe aa 


Se Repab ics’ invest cod 
alt EE :at the : 
"SON. Galetti 


7. 


opp “Arerte Meares OREO E 8 1 

ete Gnd. 1953 two, fo ae ee tud i afr ees Ute Y os ord gS aS 
a} utd Tiesahder wa s¥ 5 Conmunt site) C plat yee 
Eknew of ‘any. Communist Farty member hip:on the: 


part: of Adaveades Pe nthe 
review revealed no CECT There John Von Neumann and Atte oii 
other than both being connect ‘With the IERET LES = Studies 
Srinceton. ~ 


bee Po . 
a 3 | 
? : ; ie 5 =s 
\CTION: None. for your information, age 3 
: > es ° { € ein a ware ohh aoe cat 
lL - ur. Nichols ee re Ge 
". SID oanm : 


ca 
(6) 


foe ferecse tS made tt: Ur. Nveraols meroriniunm ce? the sume 

date unacy the caption "John Von Heumenn"™ wherein he advised that 
he had receives uw 2all from Senator Hickenlooper concerning Infor- 
matton thet the latter had received from Senator Smith in Hew Jersey 
trat Yor Neumann was a close associate of Alexander, c Princeton F 

Professor ccording to Hickenlooper, Alexander had been described # 
ae a Commun ist. Vr. Nichols requested that our fives be reviewed 
concerning Algwander,and that a memorandum be preparec late this 
afternoon. Due to the shortness of time and the numerous file 
references, there is set forth herein the highlights of the pertinent 
information tn our files concerning Alerander. 


James Kaddell Alerander was born tn Stadright, New Jersey,™ 


September 19,1888. His family has been well-known@in New Jersey in 
Since revolu’ 


uttonary times. He has been a Professor'at Princeton” 
idyesince 19223 and has studied at the Universities az Paris iy 
Vel yer He married Natalia Leyltskoja,— ao Russian, on Jonuary 15 


See: 


UL ie re Ha security investigation wes 
EY ered tn 194d und 1945. The’ investigation. 


conduc tedie ik Z 
was basegeon information obtained from the State Lepartment thet _-@ 
| Aleranderg* Ga a sponsor, had admitted on a visa application dated 
a May 30 set <2, thatgne had been a member of the Communist Party during: 


the Spanish CiviljWar. Investigation at Princeton University by” thes 
Newagk .Office developed that Alezancer had a reputation for being a 
liberal thinker; however, no informetion was developed to iNai cote, cg 
that he was at that time a member.of the Communist:Party | in, New ‘versey 
er-ective an Conmuntst Party; -affatrs in the Princeton areG. However;s 
ie 2 we tokie “inforaant of the Wewurk Office advised on October 36, Ide. 
qo hat.the President _of.theailercer County, New Jersey, Communist Politicc 
q\i Pate , Te, “Tecommendeu Alerander to a new “member “of “the: ?CPA®ES© 
| ‘good ¢ i tn Princeton, New Jersey. During the course of. this: 
ented out that Elizabeth Dilling's "Red Netuwo 
i ae aQ Netionalecoun'selor for the League 
zo CY ee Tg “was“obtGined from the Princeton 
, ae tm ee that Alerander associated with® Ones 
-_ Bas MONGILY, G_ ndwn' Com nist Party agitator. This investigat fone 
| wasliclosed on Januéry 26; 1948, as the investigation reveal edMiogis 
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current activity on the pert of Alezander. © (10gp151472;: 121-2276: 
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re ‘tion to the above our. filesyrestlec: Towing ee 
ei inpornatieny “etterhead. Of. the publications! Scien Band: Society, 
i a Marz Long r terdy.” dated January 16, 1939, New City, carrieds: 


ork. | 
i aaa “as aes Bie aa ae < 
wS ¢ W. -Alezander as a’ contributing editor: "Sotence ands: 


Soctety, @ Varzrion Quarterly" was cited as a Communist publication by» 
{ ° Uthe Special* Committee on Un-American Activities. (100-64700-221) oP AP 


Se ' 
wa. 


The Hewark Office by letters 1-16-45 and 9-44-45, capttoned 
"Communist Party, U.S.4., Internal Security - C," listed Alezrander 
a8 a sponsor and supporter of the Nattonal Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship. No source was given for thts tnformation. The Nattonal 
Counctl of Amertcan-Soutat Friendshtp has been designated by the 
-- {Attorney General pursuant to Frecuttve Order 10450. (100-326-31-12 P. 83 


The "Princetenian Bulletin.” student publication, Princeton 
University, tasue dated €-8-45 reported that Dr. James W. Alexander, 
Institute of Advance Study had been inutted by the Scutet Government 
to fly to Russta with @ group of outstanding American sctentists to 
attend the 220th Aniversary ceremony of the Academy of Sotentists of 
the Union of the Soviet RepublicyY (121-2673-94) 


Alerander was reliably reported as a member of the Amertcan- 
Souvtet Sctence Society tn October, 1346. | 


The Institute for Advanced Stuiy, School of Mathematics, 
Princeton, New Jersey, dtrected a letter to the Prime Minister of 
Canada dated May 18, 1946, on behalf of Professor Israel Halperin. 

One of the principles implicated in the Sovtet milttary intelligence 
operation in Canada in 1946. One of the stgners of this letter was 
James W. Alexander. Based on the above information the Newurk Office 
made inquiry in April, 1952, at Princeton University. At the time 
Several professors who were associated with Alexander were interviewed. 
They advised that Alexander had been a radical tin the past and had 

been called a Communist by some local people; however, tn recent years. 
they heard nothing that would indicate that Alerander had Communist — 
leanings. One individual] aduised that Alezander lost sympathy with 
the Communists due to the Tomnunist cp,osition to America’s Marshall 
Piannassistance to Europe. 


ee 


J , former Communt st Party 
nembery on interview by Bureau ents in September, 1952; aduisea 
thet Alerander was well-known at Princeton University while he, 
attended that University, inasmuch as Alexander had prepared 
‘ret translation into English of Lenin's "State and Revolution.” 
advised that in his opinton Alexander was sympathetic to the 
Mormunist tdeology but Alerander could not accept the actualities 
los Communism. He stated that he never knew Alexunder to attend a 

Communist Party meeting and that he did not believe that he had ever 
been a member of the Communtst Partyz however, he potnted out that 
| during the period he was at the University, 1936-1940, Alexander 
sot 7 coulé be counted on to make contributions to organizations that were 

sympathetic to loyalist Spain. (105-13320-20) 


ormer member of the Communtst Party 


and presently 

was interviewed by 9 n » an vise 
during his attendance at Princeton Universit rom 1935 to 1937 
he was acquainted with Alezander and it a ee 
thet from Alezander's speech and actions he was at time in some 
way connected with the Communist Party ot Princeton, however, he 


pointed out that he had no proof of Conmunist Party membership 
on the part of Alexander. (100-347949-27) 
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